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Peace: “…the wholeness created by right relationships with oneself, other persons, other cultures, other life,
Earth, and the larger whole of which all are a part.” The Earth Charter

P E A C E

The Seacoast Peace
Academy is an educational
resource aimed to develop
and encourage
communities of learning to
foster and enhance a
sustainable culture of
peaceful relationships in the
Greater Seacoast Region of
New Hampshire and Maine.
Our current programs

B U I L D I N G

What are the knowledge, skills and attitudes we need to
cultivate in our increasingly polarized national and
global community that align with the needs of the age in
which we live? From November 2015 to the present, we
have continued our efforts to confront racial injustice.
This coming year we will continue these efforts and,
following the path the youth across this nation are
leading against violence in schools, we will devote our
programming to supporting the social action youth and
their mentors are taking. Our first effort for identified
schools, students and their mentors, is scheduled for
Thursday, September 20.
Our next Social Justice
Learning Circle is Tuesday, November 13. Here, in our
9/2018 newsletter, we share our past activities with you.

include the SEACOAST
YOUTH ACTIVISM, The Truth
Telling Project and an
evolving Resource Center at
the Portsmouth Public
Library. Our founders and

Calling Youth Activists and Mentors!
We want
to support
your work!

Steering committee
members are: Melinda

THURSDAY, 9/20/18 @ 3:30 PM

PORTSMOUTH LIBRARY

Salazar, Kay Morgan, Alex
Herlihy, Paula Roy, Tammi
Truax, and Wynton St. Claire.

SEACOAST
PEACE
ACADEMY

www.seacoastpeaceacademy.org
seacoastpeaceacademy@gmail.com

www.seacoastpeaceacademy.org

Providing a space for all Seacoast region youth activists and
their mentors to share what you are doing, to join forces with
other activists, to be supported and encouraged to contribute
to a peaceful and sustainable future.
Invited activists from PHS, Marshwood, Traip, ORHS, Exeter, Dover, Somersworth
REFRESHMENTS INCLUDED!!

On Facebook, Instagram & Twitter
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March, 2017 - 13th
XVIII Amendment:
Section 1:
Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for crime
whereof the party shall have been duly convicted, shall exist within the United
States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction.
In March 2017 approximately 30 people attended a
public showing of the film “13th“ a documentary by
Ava DuVernay about the fateful exception (see
above) in the 13th Amendment freeing enslaved
people. That exception allowed slavery to be used
as punishment for a crime. After the federal
government abandoned the enforcement of
Reconstruction in the South in 1877, almost all black
behavior was criminalized in order to create a base
of slave labor. The film maker contends that this
practice has continued with the convict labor system
in the 20th century and the mass incarceration of
people of color today. The film was followed by an
in-depth and thoughtful discussion moderated by
JerriAnne Bogis, from Black Heritage Trail of NH.
We are grateful for our continued partnership with
BHTNH and the African American Cultural Center.
September 16 - Truth Telling to
Promote Racial Justice
With Truth Telling co-founder David
Ragland as the featured speaker, we
hosted a forum in which 65 individuals
from various organizations, including the
University of New Hampshire came to the
Portsmouth Public library to talk about the
role truth-telling plays in promoting racial
justice. The Truth Telling Project began
after the police shooting of Michael
Brown, Jr. in Ferguson, Missouri. Dr.
Ragland, who grew up in the area,
www.seacoastpeaceacademy.org
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became involved as a way to defuse some of the tension in his community.
Thus, the Truth Telling project began. In his opening remarks, Dr. Ragland
talked about the difficulty in achieving truth and reconciliation. He raised
several questions: How do you have reconciliation when no one trusts the
government? How do we tell our truths so someone can hear them? What
does it mean when someone else has control of your narrative? In the second
part of the program, he presented some of the videos which comprise the “It’s
Time to Listen: An Online Learning Commons,” available on the Truth Telling
website, a resource for school and community groups to help become stronger
allies for social justice; to address racism and to become exemplary
communities for change. Lively discussion ensued in small groups and the
afternoon concluded with sharing insights in the large group and committing
to action steps.
February, 2018 - Racial Justice Learning
Circles
Twelve people gathered for an event in
the Portsmouth Public Library which
focused on what inspired the participants
to work for social justice – a book, film,
experience, etc. It was a very emotional
and honest evening and included two
visiting black female activists from the
Truth Telling Project who were conducting
special sessions at UNH. One activist from
St. Louis expressed her concern that some
leaders of the Ferguson Truth Telling
movement need to be closer to those who
are most in need. Her comments were a
strong reminder of how difficult the
healing process is in the struggle for racial
justice in the US. The other activist from Denver told her compelling personal
story. This circle was just the right size and allowed everyone to speak
forthrightly and in depth. These are continuing events.
Elinor Williams Hooker Tea Talks, presented by the Black
Heritage Trail of New Hampshire in partnership with the
Portsmouth Public Library, Sunday afternoon “Tea Talks” are
held at the Portsmouth Public Library throughout the winter
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months. A partner of the Seacoast Peace Academy, we support the Black Heritage Trail
events. We congratulate them on the purchase of 222 Court St. for their new home and
looks forward to future collaboration. Members of SPA have been active attendees and
participants in the very popular BHTNH Tea Talks of the last two winters where issues of
native rights, Black history and current race relations have been dealt with in a compelling
way. In 2019, SPA may try to offer more such events to complement the great work of the Tea
Talks.
June, 2018 - Seacoast African American
Cultural Center (SAACC) New Exhibit
Members of Seacoast Peace Academy were
part of the well-attended and diverse opening
reception in June for the permanent exhibit at
Discover Portsmouth Center. “Guinea to Great
Bay: Afro Atlantic lives, Culture and History”
includes some of the 250 masks and artifacts
donated to SAACC by the Benjamin and
Elizabeth Werner family. SAACC is another local
organization which we look forward to collaborating with in the future.
Deepening the Conversation on Race at Portsmouth High School
Seacoast Peace Academy members, Larry McGhee and Alex Herlihy, visited two
classes of English teacher Patrick Ganz each semester in 2017-18 to discuss
slavery, its legacy and race relations today. Larry is from Chicago and has been
living in Eliot, Maine and Alex is a history teacher from Rye, NH. Their
discussion centered on the evolution of their meaningful friendship originally
through their work with Seacoast Peace Academy and deepened in each others’
homes. The students had read The Other by Wes
Moore and Larry shared his difficult youth in Chicago
and how he almost ended up making bad decisions
which would have landed him in jail as happened to
the man in the book. He talked about the role
mentors played in making different choices and in
helping him find his path to college. These discussions
with high school sophomores are always fruitful and
substantial on the central issue which continues to
plague this country. One student wrote to Larry after
the visit telling him that he had harbored racist beliefs,
but Larry’s words had helped him to shed them. In the
www.seacoastpeaceacademy.org
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wake of Larry’s return to Chicago, our newest member, Wynton St. Clair, Service Youth
Director at Green Acre Center of Learning, will continue the race discussions with Alex at the
Portsmouth High School.
Youth at the Vanguard of Social Change
Portsmouth High School hosts TEDx talks
monthly for students and faculty. Melinda
Salazar was invited to share “ideas worth
spreading” with youth activists in a talk
titled, “Youth at the Vanguard of Social
Change.” Drawing from organizing efforts of
high-profile youth from Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School who, in unified support for
gun legislation, brought national attention to efficacy of youth to influence change in the
world in which we live, the presentation focused on building capacity for youth engagement
through building sustained connections within self, our communities and throughout the
entirety of the world. The local and national Never Again Movement is influencing Seacoast
Peace Academy’s programming to serve youth in this coming year. We welcome your ideas,
embrace your support and invite your participation.
Peace Literacy Intern at Portsmouth Public Library
In 2014 the late director of PPL, Mary Ann List, worked
with us to create a formal arrangement between the
two organizations for the purpose of identifying and
creating a repository of peace building resources,
including books, films, print media, etc. The library
staff has done some tentative work on this project but
we need assistance to work with the library staff to
make this a reality. We will then communicate the
resource bank to regional teachers and students.
Please contact us if you are interested in earning school internship credit or have interest
in volunteering.
We Want to Hear from You: Best Sources of Good Journalism?
When you are seeking indisputable facts, when you are searching for the truth, what media
sources do you consult? It is not necessary to recount all the media sites which lean
conservative or liberal, are strictly ideological or are clearly extremist and hate filled. But
what are the media sources which, by their very nature, by law and restrained by public
funding, may be deemed fair and accurate?
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When cable companies sought federal government licenses in 1979, they were required to
establish C-Span, three public access channels which provide the most in depth coverage
of: government hearings; live national political events; political call in shows and in depth
analysis and interviews; discussions with non-fiction authors; forums on a wide variety of
relevant topics; American history through university lectures, interviews and on- site visits;
city and state tours which bring the country to us in intimate detail as no other outlet can do.
(i.e. Hawaii Oct 6 and 7). PBS and NPR have always tried to present objective reporting and
analysis and they have always received some federal funding and thus are required to
present equal coverage of all political viewpoints. Print media provides the most in depth
choice to readers but which sources are the most objective? The same question applies to
all the online sources of news and analysis. We would like to hear from our readers their
opinion on the most objective sources of journalism. You can reach us at:
seacoastpeaceacademy@gmail.com. Don’t forget to find us on our website:
www.seacoastpeaceacademy.org, on our Facebook page, Instagram and Twitter.
Our Reading List: Slavery, Jim Crow legacy and Race Relations Today
SPA has been working on a large collection of works past and present which address
this huge and often ignored aspect of our national history and the current challenges
that history poses. Dozens of nonfiction books have been read or identified, as well as
documentary films and print media articles. There is additional work to be done
identifying works of fiction, poetry, theater and folk, blues and other kinds of music
that both reflect and this history and show leadership in confronting it. We welcome
any readers to join us on this effort. What are you reading?
Next Public Event: November 13th 6:30 pm Social Justice Learning Circle at
Portsmouth Public Library
SEACOAST

PEACE ACADEMY
www.seacoastpeaceacademy.org

Collaboration
Resources
Education
Discourse
603.682.4525

Social Justice
Learning Circles
A gathering to share an
experience, a good book,
article, poem, film, theater,
etc. that committed you to ACT
for social justice.
WHERE:

PORTSMOUTH PUBLIC LIBRARY Hilton Garden Room

WHEN:

Tuesday, November 13 @ 6:30 pm

WHY:

BECAUSE WE ARE A COMMUNITY OF
LEARNERS
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