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Peace: “…the wholeness created by right relationships with oneself, other persons, other cultures, other life,
Earth, and the larger whole of which all are a part.” The Earth Charter

The Seacoast Peace Academy is
an educational resource aimed

“It’s time to listen”

to develop and encourage
communities of learning to
foster and enhance a sustainable
culture of peaceful relationships
in the Greater Seacoast Region
of New Hampshire and Maine.

One Year Anniversary of A Night of a
Thousand Conversations: From Ferguson and
Beyond
Race relations continues to wage as this nation’s most

Our current programs include

challenging issue. This month marks one year since we held our

the Teaching Peace Program for

first Truth Telling gathering at the Discover Portsmouth Center in

administrators and teachers, The

partnership with the Black Heritage Trail where a large, diverse

Truth Telling Project and an

group of women and men came out on a cold night to witness

evolving Resource Center at the

“testimony” of violence and mistreatment in the nation and to

Portsmouth Public Library. Our

consult together about action plans towards addressing racism

founders and board members

and its manifestations in our communities. We document in our

are professional educators,

second newsletter our successes and challenges against the

organizational consultants and

backdrop of a highly contentious socio-political landscape that

community development
practitioners. The Teaching
Peace Program is modeled after

pits the very nature of who we are as human beings and as a
nation squarely at its core.

the tri-state Teaching Peace
Conferences organized by
teachers Melinda Salazar and
Kay Morgan and assisted by Alex
Herlihy at Oyster River High
School, Durham, NH,
2005-2007.
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Invisible Nation
January, 2016. The Seacoast Peace Academy screened the film
“Invisible Nation” to a packed audience and was honored to host
land and human rights lawyer, Sherri Mitchell, to facilitate a
discussion about the women and men who lived in these lands prior
to European contact, conquest and colonization. The documentary
tells the story about the current environmental, social and economic
conditions facing the remaining 9,000 Algonquins presently spread
throughout 10 communities in northern New England. For more
information about this film, see: http://topdocumentaryfilms.com/
invisible-nation/. Sherri is presently traveling and speaking about the
Dakota Access Pipeline. You can reach Sherri at: http://
landpeacefoundation.net/?page_id=20

Seacoast African American Cultural Center
February, 2016. Reciprocity with collaborating organizations
strengthens relationships. We participated in the Portsmouth Black
Heritage Trail’s February and March discussions about Spike Lee’s
satirical film, “Chi-Raq,” with prominent local scholars and activists,
Joe Onosko, Delia Konzett and Courtney Marshall from UNH, and
Black Lives Matters activist Alexander Loughran-Lamothe.

Telling the Story of Slavery
Upon reading a feature in the NY Times about the first slavery
museum in this nation, filmmaker Kalim Armstrong, born and raised
in the Seacoast, contacted Dr. Ebrahim Seck, Director of Research
for the Whitney Plantation Slavery Museum, to create a documentary
to tell the story of slavery. The New Yorker picked up the story and
film, and the Seacoast Peace Academy screened the film for the
public at the Portsmouth Public Library. SPA steering committee
member, Alex Herlihy brought depth visited the plantation .in
Wallace Louisiana, 40 min. west of New Orleans on the Mississippi.
He creates a photo album with impressions and shares it with SPA
and others when he returns; -I will add details to this
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More Truth Telling and Jazz
March, 2016 Seacoast Peace Academy hosts its fourth Truth telling event at
the Portsmouth Public Library with another screening of the Whitney slavery
museum film. Following a lively discussion about this nation’s legacy,
Michael Gregory Jackson, a virtuoso jazz guitar living in Kittery Point and a
member of SPA shared from his heart original music…..

Portsmouth Public Library
Also in March, Portsmouth High School English teacher invites Kevin
Mitchell and Alex Herlihy to talk with his two sophomore English
classes. Alex provides the context of what SPA has been doing for
the last four years and the focus on race issues since November and
Kevin, a PHS graduate, shares his life as a black man and his views
on slavery and its legacy.

Reorganization
https://
blackheritagetrailnh.or
g/wp-content/uploads/
2018/12/
KevinMitchell.png

April, 2016
Pinetree Institute, a non-profit retreat center in Eliot, Me. served as host
organization to SPA for 4 years. Deeply appreciative of its support, SPA
went out on its own in April and continues to act as a community-based adhoc organization. We work in collaboration with the Black Heritage Trail and
the Seacoast African American Cultural Center. We continue to parter with
the Portsmouth Public Library and added Portsmouth resident Aaron
Fowlkes and Larry McGhee in Eliot to join Melinda Salazar and Alex Herlihy
on the steering committee.
On Earth Day, Melinda Salazar facilitated a discussion at the Portsmouth
Public Library on how racism poisons our environment and the lives and
health of poor, black women, men and children. With the national focus on
the toxicity of water in Flint and Minneapolis, we considered the lack of state
and federal oversight to protect the water and human rights of those who
have suffered disproportionately from environmental degradation.

Juneteenth
The Seacoast Peace Academy participated in the programming for the Black
Heritage Trail’s commemoration of Juneteenth, celebrated this year on June
18th. “Coming to the Table: A Journey of Discovery Between Descendants
of Slaves and Slave Owners” featured a dialogue between Langdon Marsh,
dependent of slave owner John Langdon and Portsmouth native and
dependent of slaves in Portsmouth, Sheila Reed Findley. From the local
acknowledgement of slavery in the north, Melinda Salazar introduced the
film her son, Kalim Armstrong, created about slavery in the south.
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Taking the Tour
Taking the Tour
August
History surrounds us here in the seacoast but how often do we pause to remember
and reflect? This August members of the Seacoast Peace Academy, along with a
Navajo young man and a cross section of diverse youth from around the country
who are engaged in a Year of Service at the Green Acre Baha’i School in Eliot,
watched history become alive on a tour led by jBlack Heritage Trail guide, Kevin
Mitchell.
Truth Telling Book and Film Club
September, 2016
The Brazilian popular education reformer, Paulo Freire, once said, “Reading is not walking
on the words; it's grasping the soul of them.” To help us get closer to the issues of racism
and its manifestations, we invited community to participate in selecting a book from the
stacks at the Portsmouth Library and to commit to meeting monthly. With some of the
group having read Ta-Nehasi Coates’ “Between the World and Me” and others not, we
decided we would open our first gathering with a review and hone in on the collection of
essays edited by Angela Davis, entitled, “Freedom is a Constant Struggle.” Our next
meeting is scheduled for November 12 at 10 am at the Portsmouth Public Library. The
public is welcome.

The Grassroots Fund
October, 2016
The Seacoast Peace Academy was selected to be interviewed for a
grant to the Grassroots Fund to build capacity in order to better serve
the community and grow our community of learning.

NEXT STEPS:
• Iden.fy and build peace resources at Portsmouth Public
Library – volunteers needed
• Reorganize eﬀort for teacher/student Inquiry Day (build
peace curriculum)
• Sponsor a Peace Conference similar to the ones at ORHS
2005-07
• Discussion groups on peace related issues raised in books,
ﬁlms etc.
• Monitor and promote diversity training (among police, etc.)
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Interrupt Racism: Read and Educate!

Suggested Reading from 2015
1. Between the World and Me by Ta-Nehisi Coates
2. The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of
Colorblindness by Michelle Alexander
3. The Racial Imaginary: Writers on Race in the Life of the

Consider contributing to
our Read and Educate!
page. Recommend a
book or audio that has
influenced your thinking
and feeling about the
construction of race and
racism. Would you like to
write a review? Contact
Melinda Salazar at
mesala9@gmail.com with
your submission. We are
interested in all issues
related peacebuilding,
including truth and
reconciliation, gender,
indigenous rights,
environmental justice
and more.

Mind, edited by Claudia Rankine, Beth Loffreda and Cap
Max King
4. Waking Up White by Debby Irvin
5. The Half Has Never Been Told: Slavery and the Making of
American Capitalism by Ed Baptist
6. Citizen, by Claudia Rankine

Suggested Interactive
1. The Race Card Project at http://theracecardproject.com

Suggested Listening
1. Black Civil Rights Attorney Constance Rice was profiled
on NPR

You may contact us at:
http://seacoastpeaceacademy.org/contact.html
Pinetree Institute: 206 Old Rd., Eliot, Maine, 03903.
Melinda Salazar: 603.682.4525
www.seacoastpeaceacademy.org
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and 6presentThe Seacoast Peace Academy and The Black Heritage Trail partnered with The Truth Telling
Project to bring “living room” conversations about systemic racism and its manifestations to the Seacoast. On
a chilly November night, 50 community members turned out to join with other grassroots, community groups
around the nation to witness live testimony from Ferguson, Mo. about police brutality and other forms of
discrimination and racism. Utilizing a Truth Commission process for dialogue, participants organized in small
groups to share reactions to experiences of others and to take local social action to address structural
violence, such as discrimination, racism and other forms of exclusion in our local communities.

At the second Night of a Thousand Conversations, held on December 12 at The Discover Portsmouth Center,
participants signed up in Action Groups.
Action Groups:
1.

Community Events

2.

Community Gatherings and Diversity Dinners

3.

Interfaith Discussion on Race

4.

Workforce Housing

5.

Media

6.

Schools

7.

Facing History
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The Seacoast Peace Academy is a
principle-based community of
learning that believes that peace is
the wholeness created by right
relationships with oneself, other
persons, other cultures and the
earth. These relationships are
inclusive, non-violent, respectful
and enduring. They are expressed
as the Five Interrelated and
Interdependent Spheres of Peace
which include the personal, the
social, the political, the institutional
and the ecological.
We are a CRED-ible organization:
C- Collaborate - We partner
with groups doing general
and specific peace work
R- Resources - We collect
peacebuilding materials for
use at SPA Resource Center at
the Portsmouth Public Library
E – Education - We provide
professional development for
K-12 and higher education
D – Discourse - We sponsor
workshops, forums, speakers,
films, arts initiatives.
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The Truth
Telling Project will
convene a
number of high
profile figures
directly impacted by
police violence
along with ordinary
members of the
Ferguson and
National Protest community, for a weekend of Truth-Telling. Testimony
will be presented to a panel of witnesses drawn from the immediate
community and the nation at large. Portions of
this event will be simulcasting worldwide. Immediately following the
hearings, a national “Night of a Thousand Conversations” will be held in
which local communities will discuss what they have heard, reach out to
victims in their own community, and begin to strategize local, or support
national action plans for change. The Truth-Telling Project is an
initiative of the Not-for-Profit, Center for Educational Equity, and a

NEXT MEETINGS:
1. Portsmouth Public Library, Jan. 9, 2 pm. The
SPA, The Truth Telling Project and The Black Heritage Trail
collaborate to bring a national dialogue on racism and its
manifestations to the seacoast. “A Night of a Thousand
Conversations: Ferguson and Beyond” at The Discover
Portsmouth Center drew 50 women and men, a quarter of
whom are people of color, to witness testimony about African
American’s experiences with police brutality and consult on
action plans toward building a stronger, diverse community. A
follow-up meeting is held to form Action Groups and
participants sign up to take action (See: The Truth Telling Video
at www.truthtellingproject.org).
Action Groups: One of the aims of “A Night of a Thousand
Conversations” is to decide what action to take in the
community, including the decision to meet again. SPA will help
to coordinate the following Action Groups and will convene
future meetings.
Community Events

Healing the Future:
Getting Guidance from the Divine

Schools

SHERRI MITCHELL
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 13 1:00 pm - 2:30 pm
KITTERY COMMUNITY CENTER, Kittery, Maine
The Seacoast Peace Academy invites you to a talk by Sherri Mitchell, Esq. about the power
simple peacebuilding actions have on future generations in today’s increasing “world out of
balance” (Hopi) where everything is connected.
Sherri was born and raised on the
Penobscot Indian reservation in central
Maine. She graduated with a Bachelor’s
degree from the University of Maine, Magna
Cum Laude, and received her JD and a
certificate in Indigenous People’s Law and
Policy from the University of Arizona’s
James E. Rogers College of Law. Sherri
has worked as an advocate for Indigenous
SPONSORED BY THE SEACOAST PEACE ACADEMY

rights for the past 20 years. She is licensed
to practice law in the state of Maine, and
several tribal courts. Sherri currently
serves as the Executive Director of the
Land Peace Foundation. An organization
dedicated to the protection of Indigenous
rights, and the preservation of the
Indigenous way of life.

!
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